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The influence of Blocks areas on the structural inertia of historical

centers.

Prof. Dr. Saba Jabar Neamah Al-Khafaji
Nisreen Razaq Ibraheem Al-Joboury
Architectural department-University of Baghdad

Abstract:-

The historic centers are undergoing a series of transformations and changes
that occur on their urban form through consecutive and sequential stages. The
structure of this historical center becomes obsolete and is subject to urban decay
and decline, and the need for its urban renewal becomes an inescapable
necessity.

Previous studies have focused on the understanding of the transitional stages
that the urban center has undergone in order to understand how the urban
renewal can be carried out. Recent studies have sought to identify what called"
the structural inertia". Where it sought to employ the measure of Structural
Inertia to find out the causes of different recent urban problems.

The research is to determine the relationship between the variance of blocks
areas of neighborhoods, and the area of the neighborhood - as independent
variables, and the changes in the rates of structural coverage over time, which
represent structural inertia-as a dependent variable. By electing seven
neighborhoods of the historical center of Al-Adhamiya, and examining how
different their resistance to change is. The research found that there are relations
between the diversity of the areas of constructed blocks, The neighborhoods
area, and change in structural coverage. These relations differ from one locality
to the other within the same historical center and depending on the obsolescence

or the modernity, and the proximity to the oldest nucleus of the center.

Keywords:- Structural Blocks - Structural Inertia - Historical Centers — Al Adhamiya -
Urban Renewal.
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