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The Changes in Social Structures and Their impact in Urban
Housing Policies
A comparative Case study for two neighborhoods in Baghdad

Dr. Prof. Bahjat rashad
Dr. Prof. Fawzia Al-Atiya
Eng. Mohamed Haider Al-Sakini

Abstract

The relationship among social aspects in urban and residential environment need a special
interest, in this context , the paper focus towards the meaning of social changing related to
housing decisions making,. On another hand, the paper tries to detect the factors that
contribute to make these changes act at different levels based on the way of living within the
city and the shift towards urban life. This shifting will be concerned, as a social phenomenon,
associated ~ with the housing decisions making (housing programs and policies) So the
research problem can refine as follows:

(The necessity of clarifying the impact of social urban changing spatially and temporally
and their diversity impact upon housing policies and decisions making)

And the research defines the main hypothesis as followed:

The compatibility between “urban housing policies and programs” as well, the needs of
urban life, ask for analyzing the socio-economic status of urban community, out of changing
and transformation of these standards, spatially and temporally.

For research purposes: main hypothesis will be verified out of:

First, the measuring of social changes in terms of demographic and economic changes in
society by verifying the first secondary hypothesis, which was as follows:

There were disparity differences in main factors as well the nature of urban social changes
spatially and temporally

Second, the measuring of temporal level of compatibility with the residential environment
through changes during periods of occupancy as well as the measure of the level of
interaction and the link between population and housing programs and decisions by verifying
the secondary hypothesis, which was as follows:

A discrepancy in the level of interaction between population and housing decisions
depending on the nature of urban and social organization and factors affecting the nature of
these communities within the urban structure of the city In order to achieve the goals of the
research and verification of hypotheses, this study tries to emphasis on some basic concepts
and draws the indicators of the theoretical aspects in addition, a wide range of previous
studies concerning the concept of changes was reviewed. Subsequently we applied these
aspects in a case study in order to examine the indicators, and that lead us to conclude the
housing policies and decisions need to be harmonize with the different levels of living
patterns within the city.
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