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ABSTRACT

Islamic centers in Western countries Represent one of the manifestation of
coexistence and interfaith dialogue among peoples, where they practice their
religious rituals and social customs. Those centers have come into being due to the
spread of Muslim communities in those countries. After the advent of the
industrial revolution in the eighteenth century and the migration of Muslims to the
Western world (Europe and America) in the early twentieth century, there has
been an urgent need to build mosques for prayers and to the allocate public spaces
in mosques where those Muslim communities can meet together specially in
events such as religious festivals, a number of simple mosques appeared especially
in France and Netherlands in the early sixties of the last century. with the growth
Muslims population in those countries (4.1 million in America, 4.1 million in
France, 3.2 million in Germany, 3 million in Italy and Netherlands), there was a
need to accommodate centers known as Islamic centers. Hence the importance of
the study of the architecture Islamic centers as a result of lack of knowledge
around, so the research aims to objective examination in terms of emergence,
development and functions performed (section I), as well as to present a number of
architectural studies that highlighted the problems encountered in the design
process of such centers, as there is a difference between the forms in traditional
Islamic architecture and the western urban context (section II). The
research adopted the descriptive approach to achieve the goals and to develop. The
final conclusions associated with this analysis.
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