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Abstract

Since ancient times man strived to satisfy his needs of security and to protect himself and
members of his group from all threats to their lives, properties and affiliation. The great
population growth, the rapid urbanization all over the world, the migration between
countries, the complexity of living requirements, the development of means of
communication, the ongoing political conflicts and finally the threat of terrorism that
constitutes a real danger to human existence and civilizations, all that made the control to
achieve stability and security to the city inhabitants a very difficult task. The above
mentioned aspects led the researchers in the field of urban planning and design to conduct
research and studies in order to find realistic solutions that might contribute to achieve a safe
environment for city inhabitants.
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The absence of a comprehensive theoretical framework for the strategies of environmental
design and their performing roles in reducing security threats that face cities, constitute the
main research problem. In view of the problem under investigation, the aim of the research is
defined as arriving at the establishment of a comprehensive theoretical framework by which
are determined the main principles and mechanisms of environmental design to be applied in
existing, scalable or new cities so as to reduce security and safety threats confronting cities to
a minimum.

Arriving at the aforementioned aim required the building of the theoretical framework in the
light of which the main research hypothesis is presented, and then the application of the
framework to a selected urban environment in order to test the validity of the hypothesis and
eventually the extraction of the principles and mechanisms of environmental design
strategies to achieve safety and secure cities.

The results of the research in both its theoretical and practical aspects, led to clear
mechanism to reducing safety threats in existing cities, as well as developing safety
indicators for scalable and new cities.

Key Words :- City , Safety, Environmental Design
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