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"Architecture contribute to the visualization
of the National geo-body"[11]
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"The art of building has been able to evolve
through time and pass from style to style while
maintaining the general character of
architecture unchanged because in history there
have been numerous changes of taste brought
on by shifts of religious conviction or the
successions of political regimes, but few
occasioned by profound changes in our
conditions of life, ¢ hanges that discard or
overhaul the old conditions, as have the
discovery of natural laws, the per- fection of
technical methods, the rational and scientific
use of materials. In modern life, the process of
consequential stylistic development comes to a
halt. Architecture, exhausted by tradition,
begins again, forcibly, from the beginning". [9]
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"Architecture not only covers all fields of
human ativity: it must even be developed in all
these fields at the same time. If not, we shall

[8] have only one-sided, superficial results."
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"the desired regional architecture should not be
regarded as a static goal, an art of the future with
a preordained existence at some indeterminate
future time, but rather as the natural outcome of
a range of processes for which a policy of
[1] ongoing experimentation is essential”
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Abstract — Regionalism represents trends that emerged within architectural attempts that come after the spread
of the global trend of modernist architecture with its buildings of functional, abstract, and unified forms. One
of her ideas was to link modern architecture with aspects of the local environment, starting with the use of
local materials or some environmental treatments on modern buildings. With the growth of the postmodern
movement, the conceptual side deepened to focus on identity, place, and history. The research focuses on the
experience of regionalism in the architecture of Iraqi modernity during the middle of the twentieth century
before the rise of calls for a return to heritage and postmodern currents. The research monitors an important
period of architectural activity, which accompanied a stage that went through many political, social, and
cultural changes that passed through Iraq, which directly impacted the nature of what was accomplished in
terms of architecture. The research refers to the "regionalism" in the architecture of Iraqi modernism and what
was produced by foreign architects who worked in Iraq during the fifties and gave the first indication of
benefiting from the values of the place and enriching modern architecture through environmental materials
and treatments. After them, the works of the pioneers of Iraqi architects came to complete this experience in
attempts to “regionalize” architecture, leading to calls for a return to heritage at the beginning of the eighties
of the twentieth century, which took the Iraqi architectural experience with it to other dimensions. This era
produced a lot of modernist Iraqi architectural works with a regional tendency. The research will analyze that
experience with its social, cultural, and political dimensions, and investigate the circumstances that led to it.

Keywords — Modern architecture, Architecture theory, Iraqi architecture, Architectural regionalism.



