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Abstract- The city of Baghdad suffers from several problems that have led to the weakening and
fragmentation of its urban structure. Changing the use of land is one of the most important of these urban
problems, especially in residential areas, which have suffered since mid-1983 from changing the use of land
from residential to commercial with the launch of the Commercial Streets Law, and given the lack of Clear
detailed controls to regulate the process of change according to a clear spatial and temporal plan, in addition
to the weakness of municipal agencies and departments, especially after 2003. This transformation came in
a way that led to the distortion of the urban fabric of the city, as this situation encouraged real estate owners
and investors to resort to changing the uses of their properties randomly. Which caused visual pollution as
aresult of the loss of uniformity in street facades, as well as the environmental, social and economic impacts
that accompanied this change. From this, the problem of the research was clarified in “the lack of a
comprehensive cognitive perception that explains the role of changing land use and its impact on the
urban structure.” Its goal was defined in building a knowledge base about the impact of changing land
use on the urban structure within its various levels, which the research defined as (the functional,
formal, and structural level). , social, environmental, and economic). The resecarch assumes that
changing the use of land from residential to commercial use causes the disintegration of the urban
structure of the city. To verify the validity of the hypothesis, the research adopted the descriptive analytical
method in studying the uses of the land and the reasons for their change, as well as presenting the
manifestations and results of changing the uses of the land on the urban structure. One of the residential
areas in the city of Baghdad was chosen, which was characterized by rapid response to this change, which
is the Al-Thawra Street area, specifically the area confined between Palestine Street to the west and Canal
Street to the east. The research adopted a field study to determine the reality of the state of land uses in the
study area and the degree of change, in addition to preparing Implementing a questionnaire for a sample of
three types (residents, shop owners, and frequenters) in the region, and then analyzing the results and
arriving at conclusions and recommendations.
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