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Abstract:

The architecture of congregational mosques, since their initial appearance in the Islamic
religion, has been one of the most prominent architectural patterns of buildings that are
expressive of the Islamic identity. They have a great importance in Muslims’ lives and are
indispensable as places set for the religious rituals of Friday and Eid prayers, in addition to
their worldly importance of being centres of judicial authority, fountains of culture and
guidance, and a gathering place that strengthens the social relations among Muslims.

Spatial identity is full of apparent and underlying meanings which people perceive and
which affect their behaviour amongst themselves. Recognizing that identity in its spatial
environment is considered one of the basic elements of providing a person with a sense of
spatial belonging. Spatial identity is summed up in one’s ability to recognize a place due to
its having a unique set of qualities which distinguishes it from other places.

Through the study and analysis of former literature works on the concepts of identity and its
types, space and its components, the lack of holistic knowledge regarding the extent to which
spatial identity affects the architecture of religious buildings in general and the architecture
of Contemporary Congregational mosques in particular emerged. This, highlights the
research thesis: The knowledge based need to clarify the impact of spatial identity on the
architecture of contemporary congregational mosques and the role of its components
(cultural, architectural, and environmental) in achieving durability as well as
intellectual and physical diversity.

The research aims to:

e Identify the components of spatial identity and Clarify their role in achieving
durability (moral and material),and Verify the degree of diversity in the
architecture of contemporary congressional mosques.

Proceeding from the hypothesis: Spatial identity, in its three components, affects the
durability and diversity of the architecture of contemporary congregational mosque
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